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I.—Forzien. Po.itics. 


Tue People and Prativasi {Calcutta} of the 20th July has the following 
| _. in its English columns:— ys 
The cost of ithe South African. ‘¢A Monstrous Pro ” is the heading of the 
contingent. leading article in Saturday’s Englishman, and it is 
erhaps superfluous for us to add that it refers to the decision. of the British 
Cabinet to saddle India with a portion of the cost of the South African contin- 
gent, We endorse every word in the Znglishman’s article, and cordially join 
> the suggestion ‘that ‘there should be Ma, he rotest not only on the part 
of the Government of India, but of the public at large. It is not often that 
the Anglo-Indian community can look at Indian questions eye to eye with 
the Indian ee on But we are confident that in the present case the 
two communities will combine their forces and present a united front to the 
common enemy. Cee 
2. The same paper of ree 2ist July has the following in its English 
columns :— , 
Our worst apprehensions have been confirmed 
and the fiat has once more gone forth that poor India is to be fleeced for an 
~ object in which she has not the remotest act or part. She is the weaker vessel 
that, according to Shakespeare, is thrust to the wall, and she must submit to 
whatever fate may have in store for her without asking questions. When 
Ministers lately tried to fence off a parliamentary interpellation put to. them 
as to whether India would have to bear any share of the cost of keeping a 
British Army in South Africa with the answer that no such retention had as 
yet been decided upon, we at once knew how the land lay, and assured the 
reader that in the event of its being decided to keep an Army in South Africa, 
India would have to submit her skin to the shears again. And our prediction 
has come only too true. Ministers have since decided upon retaining an 
Army in South Africa, and they consider it quite fair to badger the Government 
| of India for a contribution to the cost of the same. Replying to various 
| speakers in the House of Commons, Mr. Brodrick stated that the actual increase 
in cost would be about £9,00,000, and as South Africa would greatly benefit 
by the presence of troops {a fact which, from General Botha’s recent pronounce- 
ment on British rule in South Africa, the Boers seem very much to doubt, and 
may even regard as a token of British suspicion and enya the question 
of a South African contribution might arise. The reader would please mark 
the wording of the above. Ministers think that South Africa would benefit 
from the presence of such an army, and so the question of a South African 
contribution might arise. But they have no such doubt in their mind in the 
case of India, which must be mulcted, so that South Africa may have the benefit 
of a British Army, and this though India has nothing on earth to do with 
the matter. When one thinks of the whole transaction, one can hardly help 
| characterising it in the language used by Mr. John Morley, ina pretty similar 
connection, as ‘‘a master-piece of melancholy meanness.” It is sincerely 
to be hoped that Lord Curzon, if he must needs submit to the mandate ‘from 
¢ Ministry in England, would do so under leg He is a masterful 
of his own, and ought to be about the last man to play 


“India or the Milch Cow.” 


ruler with a will 
second fiddle to any mother’s son going. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)}—Police. 


3. A correspondent of the Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 11th July says 
that quite a pestilence has been created in 

Brahmanbaria town in the Comilla district by the 
distribution of a newspaper named Sadhu Sabdhan 
from the manner in which the paper is 


A night new 
| Comill Gisteict spaper in the 


| every Wednesday night. 


its ways are bad. 


It appears 
conducted thac it is mepporten by a learned man. However that may be, 
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4, A correspondent of the same paper says that recently, one njo 
=i Sub-Inspectors of Police made adronken rewin' 
_, Drunken Folice Sub-Inspectors sweetmeat ‘shop of one Mahadev T " 
| Brahmanbaria town, in the Comilla distriet 0 
many of his articles, and abused him. On the next day one of tbe bar 
Inspectors apologised’ to Mahadev Thakur and there the mattor adel 
Government should ~— the public to arrest police officers committing 
offence under Act V. Drunken police officers act very shamefully at night, sad 
when higher officers do so, what constables, etc.,do may easily be imagined 
5. A correspondent writing in the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh) of th. 
| Le 14th July from Bajitpore in -the Mymensingh 
PR gen? Dai — ‘the district says:— — E 
rec Te A number of thefts, big and small, hay 
recently occurred in the village Bajitpore. But the police have failed 4 
bring the ‘investigation of any of these thefts to a successful termination, 


The police are reluctant to take down information of thefts, and the villagers, 


‘on their part, are unwilling to give information at the thana, fearing uselex 
expenditure and harassment. Moreover, almost every theft is regarded by the 
police as doubtful or falsé, and pressure is often put on the ‘person 
deposing to it. Only the fear of punishment for concealing theft sometimes 
leads men to give information of thefts. It is rumoured that many complica. 
tions arose in the course of the police investigation into the theft which recently 
es in the house of the Misris, What is rumoured ‘cannot be publidy 
stated. : 

6. -A correspondent of the same paper says that the chaukidars of the 
Simla village in the Mymensingh district never 
on rounds at night. But when the time comes for 
realising the chaukidari-tax they commit oppressions to the. fullest extent. On 
the other hand, poor people cannot sleep peacefully at night for fear of thieves 
and budmashes. : 

7. The Medini Bandhav Serene i of the 15th July says that an up- 

Gambling'in Midnapore town.  COUntry man has set up an establishment for ‘selling 
’ ‘things by lottery in Burrabazar, Midnapore town, 
He ‘openly invites passers-by by beat of tom-tom ‘to take part in the lottery. It 
is said that he has received a letter from the District Magistrate permitting him 
to carry on this work, ‘which, if true, ‘is very ‘much ‘to be regretted. As ‘his 
lottery is essentially based on deception, ‘it is nothing but gambling, ‘and as 
such, it should be suppressed. . 
8, The Subrid{Noakbali] of the 16th July says that it is only by means 
of recommendations that’Babu Aghor Nath Chev- 
dhuri, a second grade Inspector of Police, has been 
"able to get the charge of the, Kotwali police 
station, Noakhali. The following incident, however, shows that he is not 4 
man of probity and strong common sense. He has transferred Munshi 
Muhabbatulla from the Ramganj thana to the Sudharam thana. This Munshi 
Muhabbatulla has recently been acquitted of a false charge brought agall 
him. In this state of things a European District Superintendent of 4 ‘olice 
would never have transferred him from Ramganj and made him a juno 
Sub-Inspector, lest people should think that he was departmentally punished 
and be thus encouraged to bring false cases against police officers. Agall; 
Aghor Babu has made the junior Sub-Inspector, Annada Babu, the wc 
charge of Kompaniganj. -Aitada Babu’s nephew is Aghor Babu's h 
clerk, and people say that Aghor Babu is guided entirely by him. : 

9. A correspondent writing ftom ~Chitalia, Pabna, to the Sayer 
ow. A Galoutta] of the 16th July, says that althoug 
ago Ppretsivencss of, the chaukit he has fallen into more straitened circumstan”™ 

igryie Nive re his -chaukidari-tax: has been increased from ™ 
annas.and nine pies to one -rupee-and twelve annas. 
_ (1) Mukta Baisnani, aged 60 t 65 years,—Possesses only one hut 


A complaint against a chaukidar. 


The Inspector in charge of the 
Noakhali Kotwali thana. 


d ha. 
a mad danghter to support. Tax assessed is two annas and. three pies:p@ bist 


(2) The wife of Dinu Karmakar, aged 42 years. —Dependants two is 
sons and one unmarried girl, Tax formerly payable was one anna 
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pies, but after the death of her husband it had’ been increased to three annas 


hist. : | : 
si The poor inhabitants of the village whose number does not exceed 
hundred, _s to maintain three fag te on and one dafadar. In spite of this, 
hefts are of frequent occurrence in the village _ ; nes 
10. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th July says that on the 10th July 
ware last a man was shot through his thigh at a 
A native shot near the Bali- distance of half a mile trom the Baligunj rifle range 
pa bembinacon ie ~ near.Calcutta. The man is lying in a precarious 
condition. Cases like this are frequent. There is certainly no law making it 
incumbent upon natives to give their lives for the trainmg or amusement of 
European soldiers, and it is a matter of the greatest regret that agitation on 
this subject bas so long produced no effect. we 
11. The'same paper'says that recently Professor Lahiri, of the Berham- 
| pore College, accompanied by 11 ladies, came to 
A case of gunda oppression (Qaleutta on a pilgrimsge to Kalighat.: At the 
seemawniesinc? Howrah station a dalal made himself known to him 
as a pands and conducted the party to Kalighat, where they were'lodged near 
the Nakuleshwar shrine. At night a number of gundas tried to make a row 
but to no effect, as ‘all the pilgrims were awake at that time. But on the 


following afternoon, when they were leaving the place, the gundas picked a — 


quarrel with them and beat them, a woman being badly bruised on the head. 
Mr. Lahiri lodged information at the Bhawanipore thana, but he received no 
help from the police. It is feared that the matter will be hushed up.” 
12. The same paper ‘says that since the extension of the Calcutta tramway 
to Tollyganj, the Russa field and the neighbouring 
P ee robbery at Rusea near’ laces have become nests of highway robbers and 
aicutta. | a 
| budmashes. There are two toddy shops m the 
locality, and it is rumoured ‘that these are the rendezvous of the budmashes, 
who have become so bold as to waylay passers-by even in broad daylight. 
A correspondent ‘says that the other day three such budmashes pursued a 
fisherwoman in Avenue road, at 1 P.m., but her cries having brought some 
people to the ‘place, they had to fty away. Either on account of their 
incapacity or by reason of their negligence, the local police has. proved 
useless in checking the busmashes, The autherities should pay the earliest 
‘attention to the matter, ‘because the crime is assuming a feast) nngaitede. 
13, The same paper says that 36 inhabitants of the Kalabagh and 
Prone riers menniny P ig ages in we M ——, district 
yrme men Divven by a rabid ~were so badly bitten ‘by a rabid jackal on the 
Siotelee. ss ” —— July last that the sea of ‘all of mM have been 
fa ac + higer ora ‘The animal has been > igual Jackals 
ve become a pest in the place. Sometimes they carry oor men’s 
children from within their ‘huts in broad daylight. oa , 


14. . The same paper says that cattle-lifting has greatly increased in the — 


ee s «  . sBalidanga village in the Nadia district. Recently 
dinning in the Nadi® three cows belonging to a poor widow and two 
| belonging to another villager have been stolen. 
The police does nothing'to prevent the crime, = 

1d. +In ‘concluding ‘an Poses : ~ inefficiency of the police and the 
ia difference of treatment which Europeans «and 
da icearsen Indians receive at. their hands and at the hands of 

officials, the Basumati\(Calcutta] of the 18th July writes as follows :— 
,, it is only because the people of India are peace-loving and:timid that the 
police can maintain its prestige ‘and police ‘officers ean earn ‘their pensions 


without any hitch. ‘But how long will'the ‘Indians: retain ‘the nase ka ‘of 


their disposition ‘if‘the ‘pulice ‘does not become‘careful? There:is:a limit to a 
man's ‘timidity, and oppression may make the most ‘timid to turn against his 
ms arheecgd j pope voll Bee beggar gr af ever 

untry and the oppressed people take up ‘arms ‘against ‘their oppressors ‘in 
defiance of the'police, The officials in East: Bengal were:unable to save their 
pet indigo planters from the hands‘of the oppressed:indigo rioters, ‘ Peace may 


® 


still remain unbroken in the country ‘if officials ‘cease ‘to be infldeneed by 


is broken in the 


HiravaDl, 


July 17th, 1903. 


HitAavaDI, 


HITAavaDi. 


HitaVaDI, 


HiTavaDl, 


BasvMatT!, 


July 18th, 1908. 
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timent, intimacy, and relationship. The writer says this because, ‘as . 
punsetal and loyal vabjedk, he thinks it bis reo to warn the Government. a: 
Bayeavasl, 16. The B angavast { Calcutta | of the 1] J uly publishes the follow;ne 
July 18th, 1908, letter from Babu Ambikacharan Gupta, demonstrat. 


d figures about ; : os ern 
Pee Stall oy ge a ~ ing the unsuitableness of the chaukidari-tax to 


the Hooghly district. this cou atry and giving a vivid picture of village 
: life in Bengal :-— 

I live in village Bhangamora within the Arambagh thana in the Hooghly 
district. Bhangamora, with the three adjacent villages of Banagram, Sahapor, 
and Khusiganjhat, is within the jurisdiction of Union No. I in the Pursura 
outpost of the Arambagh thana. Lest the poor should suffer any oppression in 
the matter of the assessment of tax or in any other way, I have had to 
become.a member of the panchayet committee, at the request of many, though 
against my own will. Many facts in connection with the working of the 
Chaukidari Act and the chaukidari system are therefore known to me. e, 

The population of most villages in Bengal consists of two classes, the 
middle and the poor, there being no rich class in the villages, I therefore say 
nothing about the rich, but speak of these two classes alone. The number of 
low class poor people, such as Bagdis, Haris, Doms, etc., in the Bhangamora 
Union is above 150. They live by labour and, for the most part, have no 
other occupation, They are unable to earn daily more than four annas each. 
With this daily earning each of themhasto feed four souls—himself, wife, and at 
least two children. Those who have no children have aged parents or widowed 
sisters or aunts to maintain, The Hindu householder, though poor, has 
always been accustomed to muintain such helpless relatives and to give alms to 
the poor. They work, on an average, twenty days a month. They do not 
get work to do every day ; nor would they be able to work every day even if 
they got work todo. ‘The average income of such a householder is therefore 
only Rs. 5 per month. Now, for the expenditure of such a householder. 
Each member of the labouring class must have at least a seer of rice for his 
two daily meals. But as two of the household have been taken to be 
children, the daily consumption of rice may be set. down at three instead 
of four seers. ‘This gives a total of 90 seers for 30 days. Now, the price of 
90 seers of rice is by no means less than Rs. 6-12. So we have a deficit of 
Re, 1-4 in the charge for rice alone. The female members of these families 
do not sit idle, They collect fuel, procure water-cresses, fish, and snails from 
ownerless tanks or from rivers, where there is one, and keeping as much as 
they want for their own consumption, sell the rest, and, with the paltry 
wg of such sale, buy oil and salt. But how to make up the deficit of 

e, 1-4 referred to above ? There are cases in which this deficit is never 
made up, so that those families get only insufficient meals of rice or rice-gruel. 
I record here with shame and sorrow that the minimum tax that we can 
assess upon these householders, who are thus compelled to live on rations 
unseasoned with oil or salt, and who, unable as they are to procure food enough 
for themselves, have also to spend something to cover their own nakedness as 
well as the nakedness of their women, is 12 annas ina year. In spite of the 
poor being ‘thus taxed so heavily for their means, the middle class have to 
pay taxes varying from Ke. 1-4 to Rs. 3-8, although such taxes are too heavy 
for them. How can we then kelp saying that the lower class “householders 
have to maintain the chaukidar, although they have to live on half rations to do 
so? And this though these people have nothing to fear from thieves, for many 
such householders have no utensiis of metal to eat or drink from. Those 
who have a few such utensils guard them with such care that they require the 
services of no watchmen to protect them from thieves. 

~ Now for middle class householders. ~ Such householders in villages have 

no Government securities, rented houses, railway shares or bank deposits upon 

whose income or proceeds to live. Nor is the number of those large who 

live by service. The name of Bhangamora has long been a familiar name, 

but that is only for its Brahman and Vaidya professors. It is so poor a village 

that, properly er 14 there are only two men in it who live by service, for 
e 
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month by their services in grocers’ or utensil shops in Calcutta, Many mi 
class householders have no ostensible means of livelihood. Some have a '#¥ 
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| 


( 681 ) 


bighas of dakhiray land in their own village or elsewhere.. The Brahmans have 
qjmans (families for whom they perform priestly offices), and some have 
ocers’ shops in their own yillage or in Calcutta. There are not, however, 1n 
the village more than two or three tradesmen with a monthly income of one 
hundred rupees. Many live by agriculture. But in this country, which 
depends so largely for its crop on timely rainfall, crops do not grow well every 
ear. The cultivators are therefore deeply in debt to the, money-lenders, 
Middle class people live much in the same way as lower class people. ‘They 
cannot work as labourers, and not being well educated, most of them cannot 
get into service. And yet they must maintain their wives and children and 
keep up an outward appearance of gentility. Even when they can get no 
food, they must go out of their houses chewing defel like men who have had a 
hearty meal, and when visiting respectable people, must don coats and shirts, 
have shoes on, and carry umbrellas. The distress of this class of people is 
very great. The police would be doing them a service if 1¢ were to prosecute 
them under section 109 (5) of the Code of Criminal Procedure as men without an 
ostensible means of livelihood. It may be said that most middle class families 


in villages find a difficulty in making the two ends meet. Those who pretend — 


to gentility have so much to spend in so many ways that it would tax even 
the ingenuity of a first-rate financer to live within their means. — 

There are not in our Union more than five families with a monthly 
income of 100 rupees, and only seven or eight families with a monthly income 


of 50 rupees. All the rest have monthly incomes varying from 15 to 265- 


rupees. The total number of families in the union is a little short of 500, 
approximately 490. There are eight chaukidars and one dafadar, The 
eight chaukidars have to be paid 480 rupees in the year at the rate of 5 
rupees each per month, while the dafadar gets 72 rupees in the year. 
Rupees 25 and 1 anna has also to be paid for their dress, while the commis- 
sion charged by the collecting panchayet amounts to 70 rupees. ‘This gives 
a total of 652 rupees and 1 anna. If we add to this a reserve of 9 rupees and 
5 annas, a reserve which has to be maintained lest any villager assessed 
to the tax should die or leave the village, we get 661 rupeees and 6 annas. 
Out of this, 101 rupees and 6 annas is realised in the shape of rent of chakran 
lands and the remaining 560 rupees has to be realised from the villagers. 
This gives an incidence of a little over 1 rupee and 9 pice, The Chaukidari 
Act provides that the number of houses to be guarded by each chaukidar must 
not be less than 60 nor more than 80. Taking a middle figure, namely, 
70, we see that seven chaukidars can watch 490 houses. But not even by the 


most earnest entreaties could we persuade the Mayistrate to maintain seven 


chaukidars instead of eight. 


It is therefore clear that though middle class people can afford to pay 


na 1; to 4 annas as chaukidari tax, lower class people are quite unable 
0 dO 80, | 


17. The same paper has the following :— 


a Soe ae _ Ifthe authorities of the Police Department in 


; ees Bengal secretly enquire into the misdeeds of the 
police, the subordinate ranks will live in constant dread of their detective eye, 


and will reform themselves on their own initiative. They will pay more atten-. 
hon to their duty and will think twice before they dare to do anything wrong. 

_ Mr. Bignell, the worthy Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and the pro- 
vincial police authorities are, requested to make a secret investigation through 
Ba officers into the following allegations which are often made against the 

(1) Many constables regularly, extort small sums from the gharrywallas at 
the seer? carriage stables in Calcutta. mee | 
{2) Many constables allow hawkers to sit in certain places on the foot- 


paths of the streets of Calcutta, in consideration of small sums. . 


a paid by the hawkers. 


- 


‘ (3) The constables on duty at the Howrah or the Sealdah railway station 


: collect small sums from the gharrys that start from these stations. 
(4) Gratuities have to be paid to the constables on duty at the Howrah and 


. the Sealdah railway station by the passengers for the Darjeeling, 


| the Punjab, and the Bombay mail trains. 


s 


BANGAVASI, 
July 18th, 1903. 
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5): Budmashes carry on their work of plunder in many parte a? 
is _ Harrison Road after 11 o’clock in the evening: An . = 
| Bs ancy of the 995 HEE ' PNA ag 

6) The same thing often happens at the junction of Mukta 
a Street and the Chitpur Road. | o pcoagee Babe's 
(7) The Police are in many places in league with the budmashes of 

‘Calcutta. ee oe 

(8) Through the machinations of many police officers in Calcutta a com. 

plainant is often made the accused, and the accused is made the 

complainant. — | ) 

_ (9) In the Police Court of Calcutta. when the accused fails to pay the 
fine to which he might be sentenced, he is kept confined in a room 
in the Court until payment is made. It is not sufficient to y 
up the fine to get him released. It is often found necessary to pay 
an additional sum to the police officer in charge, 

(10) In the mufassal, a householder does not usually inform the police 
when a theft occurs in his house, although it cannot be supposed 
that he does not desire to regain the stolen property. It is only 
the fear of the harassment and the expense to which one is put 
when the police is informed that prevents him from doing so, 

(11) When requested to make a local investigation, the officer in charge 
of a police-station often demands a palki for his conveyance, — 

(12) When the daroga arrives in the palkt, the complainant has to supply 
provisions to the daroga and his followers in a sumptuous style, 
the expense thus incurred often exceeding the value of the 
property stolen. . 

(13) The arrival of the information of an unnatural death gladdens the 
heart of a daroga; the conclusion of the investigation also does the 
same. | 

(14) Many police officers threaten the relations of a person dying y 
unnatural means with being accused of causing the person's 
death and thus extort money from them. | 4 

(15) In certain towns a constable, on seeing a villager, often sits down on 
the roadside pretending to pass water, When the villager follows 
suit, he is immediately seized and threatened with prosecution 
until he pays the constable some money. 

(16) When a riot oceurs, the police leave the place. They come back. after 
the riot and arrest the innocent passers-by. _ 

(17) In the mufassal many police officers extort money out of the com- 
lainant by threatening him with a prosecution under section 211 
or bringing a false case. ee 

(18) Being pressed by superior officers, many of the subordinate police 
officers get up false cases to display their ability. __ 

18. The same paper says that many petty traders in Calcutta use weights 
cilia ian ie —— fall far short of ag? ay paonarie and vg 
ccd. cia yg shop- cheat their customers. Fish, vegetables, et¢., 
ee? Calta, bought from the bazar, when weighed at home, are 
often found to be much less than the weights paid for. Of course, there are 
honourable exceptions, but the number of such dishonest traders is very large. 
Very few have the leisure to re-weigh at home things bought in the market. 


‘Consequently, poor householders are very often cheated, The worthy Com- 
‘missioner of Police, Calcutta, should adopt measures for suppressing this evil. 


19. The Hitavarta [Caloutta] of the 19th July is sorry that Mr. Lahiri, the 
, Principal of the Berhampore College, who came 

visit Kalighat with some females, was very mu¢ 
2 insulted by a gang of budmashes, One of the 
ladies was wounded with a Jatht. Unable to defend himself against the bud- 
mashes, Mr. Lahiri called for the help of the Bhowanipore police, but the police 
did on i to his rescue. ceoink die 
-. ‘The same paper says that since the opening of the Tollygan) Wal" 
? way, the number of thefts and highway ag 
and acts of rowdyism is daily increasing 0 that | 
place. The police authorities ought to direct their attention to the matter 


A complaint against the Bho- 
wanipore police. 


Increase of crime in Tollyganj. 


q 


} 
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. 91.. The Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 22nd July says that: on the 4th July 
last a prostitute named Bidu, who was going along 
A case of police oppression in ¢he public street at about nine ortenin the a 
wraptgee ea -was seized by a constable, who took her towar 
the thana. Another prostitute and some respectable people who were g 
that way remonstrated with the constable, on which they also were taken to 
the thana for obstructing a public officer in the performance of his duty, At 
the thana the gentlemen and the prostitutes were refused bail, and were kept in 
hajut for the whole night. In the morning bail was granted, When, however, 
the case came up before Mr. Seraj-ul-Huq, Deputy Magistrate, Alipore, it was 
summarily dismissed. Will the constable bein any way punished for giving 
so much trouble to so many respectable people? | i 


- (b)— Working of the Courts. 


92. The Sukrid [Noakhali] of the 5th July says that the peons attached 
* to the Barisal Munsifis extort money from those on 
The peons of the Barisal Mun- whom they are required to serve summonses. If 
- they do not get anything anywhere, they publicly 
abuse the members of the family, male as well as female, indiscriminately. The 
peon Aftabaddin, No. 34, of the Additional Munsif’s Court, went to serve sum- 
monses on the defendants in a case, The summonses were regularly served, but 
having failed to earn an illegal gratification there, he went on abusing the women 
of the house in the open street. Afterwards when he saw the nisandihi in the 
Court, he and two other peons abused him. The District Magistrate is requested 
to keep a sharp eye on these peons, | : 


23, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of th® 
15th July says :— | 

The district Magistrate of Mymensingh has 
issued. orders directing the Magistrates subordinate 
to him to dispose of summons cases at the first hearing. ‘Magistrates often find 
it necessary to postpone cases when witnesses fail, from unavoidable causes, to 
attend on the day fixed for hearing. This has also to be done when the 
number of witnesses is sv large that their evidence cannot be taken and the 
ae of the parties heard in a singleday. The orders issued by the 

agistrate will consequently tend to defeat the ends of justice. They will also 
cause great inconvenience to the subordinate Magistracy. : 


24, The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 16th July says that recently 
Mr. Birendra Nath Sen, the District Magistrate of 
Naokhali, went to enjoy a river trip along with the 
Civil Surgeon and Babu Aghor Nath Chaudhuri, the 


: : Inspector in charge. of the Kotwali police-station. 
t appears that Mr. Sen has acquired a familiarity with the Inspector. People 
fear that justice will be endangered by this. 


25. Asa proof of the arpa and seperonty of Mr..J, N. Gupta, the Dis- 
ee _ trict Magistrate of Bankura, the Bankura Darpan 
ne ee ot [Bankura } of the 16th July says that the sight of the 
tress in Raipur, Simlapal and neighbouring places 


The Magistrate of Mymensingh’s 
orders about summons Cases. 


A District Magistrate in im- 
rape familiarity with a ‘police 
cer. 


melted his heart and led him to request the local zamindars not to institute rent _ 


in which he begged public help on behalf of the distressed May God grant 
him prosperity here and sacaal happiness hereafter ! , o 
26. The Hitavadé (Calcutta) of the 17th July learns from an Assam news- 

Mr. Salkeld of Assam. paper that recently Mr. Salkeld, a Depu 

ok ee sioner in that province, had some people kept in 
R “g custody for a few hours for having bid slow increments, like Rs. 5-8, 
“4 » etc., at the sale of a property for which the Government’s bid was Ras. 5. 

a “hase was held in Patharkandi. If this story 

’ Drought to his senses by: the authorities. But it is rumoured that Mr. Bolton 


suits against their tenants this year. Besides this, he called a large meeting, 


\ 


G 5 give him a promotion. ‘Does not such action on the part of the | 
overnment amount to giving indulgence to wicked officers? 'Theattention of 
g 


the Government of India is drawn to the matter. 


( 


be true, Mr. Salkeld needs to 
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27. The Prativasi (Calcutta) of the 20th July says that, for reasons y ot 


oe known to the public, Babu Nabin Chand . 
eae Rawal — _ Deputy Magistrate, than whom an abler officer 

| hardly be found in the whole service, ‘had’ a 
hitherto been promoted to the first grade. He has, however, received this well- 


deserved promotion at last. The Government by advancing him still further 


will be not only giving satisfaction to the people of this country, but will algo 
be doing honour to his versatile genius. : 


(d)—Education. 


28. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 16th July has the follow. 
. Celene aie, Oe English columns :— ae 
oo ag When the Fellows of the Calcutta Universit 


: : stand up and say to all the world “This is 9 
man,” the world, in the words of Shakespeare, has to look for a mirror ‘which 


will turn his hidden worthiness into its eye. This is perhaps why the Tribune 
of Lahore looks with surprise upon the-result of the University election in 
Bengal. But there is nothing strange in this strangest of lands. We already 
predicted what would be the result of the University election. The vote of 
our educated countrymen does not represent conscience and opinion: it is used 
asa convenient medium for exchanging services. The man who has done you ~ 
a good turn will be best repaid by a vote. The gross utilitarian standard 

which is so much in evidence in everything connected with the University has 
its consummation in turning the franchise to such a mercenary purpose. The 
guardians who send their boys to the University with the sole object of having 
them converted into so many earning machines cannot be expected to make a 
better use of their franchise than that of putting it out to interest. Hence, 
when. giving a vote, some are influenced by the hope of getting a brief either 


for himself or his relations, others by the delusion that the return of a certain 


candidate might facilitate his translation to a higher position of honour, and s0 _ 
on. The Calcutta University has not created in our country an atmosphere 

from which honest aims and aspirations can draw their sustaining breath. On 
the contrary, it stifles merit and communicates to every soul a fatal longing to 
sacrifice the nobler impulses to an all-absorbing desire for the acquisition of 
power and pelf. The breadth of views, the emancipation from sordid considera- 


tions, the earnestness for seeing an end of jobbery and corruption, the enthu- 
‘siasm for doing the right thing and seeing the right thing done, the sincere desire 


for serving one’s country and countrymen, which are said to follow in the wake 
of liberal culture, are things as foreign to our educated nature as the beauty of 
the lily to the blind or good music to the deaf. Nay, the confidantes of the 
Calcutta University are men who pride themselves on casting principles to the 
four winds, and by their conduct in respect to University affairs have only brought 
contempt on University education as it obtains in our country. We have 
grown sick of enumerating in these columns the sins of the University, the 
transgressions of its influential individual members, but we have only been 
crying in the wilderness, Every educated man is concerned with having & 
long purse at his command, and does not care whether our University is the 


_ breeding ground of a self-respecting nation or a set of low-thoughted human 


beings knowing no higher needs than that of ministering to the senses. 
When this isthe achievement of-our University, it is only natural to believe 
that it may be possible even for a-camel to enter the eye of a needle, but it 
shall never be possible to have the claim of merit and worth supported by our 
countrymen, and hence it is that, when expressing our delight at seeing Mr. N. 
N. Ghose trying to secure a seat on the Bengal Council from the Calcutta Unt- 


versity, we also gave indication of a lurking sense of apprehension about 
prospects of success. ee : 


29. -The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 16th J aly says:— are 


PRR IPE PN PCat a teachers in the rae Division heel 
3 vir. «amined in English language and pronunciation © 
— tee <4 the 29th June last in’the office of Mr; Billing; the | 
Inspector of Schools. A circular issued by the Director of Public Instruction 
had stated that those who taught English in the higher classes would 
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exempted from the examination, and that only candidates for new posts and 
vernacular teachers. would have to undergo this examination. Only one teacher 
from the Zilla School presented himself for the examination, but he too was 
exempted on the ground that he taught English in the higher classes: Gradu- 
ate teachers of the private schools, however, were examined, although they are 
-n the habit of teaching English in the higher forms. Srish Babu, the head- 
master of the Tikari Raj School, had to undergo the examination, although he 
‘san M.A. and a teacher of long experience. The Director’s circular made 
no distinction between the Government and the private schools. In the 
face of this circular, the partiality shown to the Government schools seems to 
be inexplicable, but of 10 to 12 candidates, only three have passed the 
examination. : | 

An M.A. of the University and one who has passed only the Entrance 
Examination cannot be expected to possess the same knowledge of English, 
and yet the Government is examining them in the same subject, putting to 
them the same questions. | 


80. The People and Prativast Nenana of the 20th July has the follow- 
ing in its English columns :— mo 

A propos of the contest for the University seat 
| in the Bengal Legislative Council, we are told that 
the majority of votes secured by Babu Bhupendra Nath Bose, who for the 
present heads the list of candidates, indicates that he, of all the candidates, has 
the honour to enjoy the —— measure of. public confidence. Well, in sucn 
matters quantity has to yield the pzs to quality, and one has to look not indeed 
to the number of votes but to the worth and importance: of those giving it. 
We do indeed assert that most votes that were worth having were given for 


The Calcutta University elec- 
tion. 


Mr. N. N. Ghose. Mr. Justice Gurudas Banerjee, whose good opinion is a good 


deal more valuable than that of a whole army of puffed up and pretentious 
nobodies, voted for Mr. Ghose. Dr, Rash Behary Ghose, whose erudition, 
learning, and scholarship place him in the forefront of Indian public men, and 
who in the intervals of his busy profession turns to literature and histo 
purposes of recreation, voted for Mr. Ghose. And was there a single man 
among Babu Bhupendra Nath Bose’s supporters whose vote can be said to count 
as much? Mr, Morrison, the learned and esteemed Principal of the General 
Assembly’s Institution, voted for Mr. Ghose, Mr. Stephen, than whom a riper 
scholar of philosophy does not breathe through the length and breath of the 
land, voted for Mr. Ghose. Mr. Little, of the Presidency College, voted for 


Mr. Ghose. Mr, Edwards, the Director of Public Instruction in Bengal, voted 


for Mr, Ghose. Dr. Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari, m.p., the ornament of the 


medical profession here, voted for Mr. Ghose. Rev. Protap Chunder Mazum- 


dar, the venerable Brahmo missionary, the erudite speaker, and a man of 
character and principle, also voted for Mr. Ghose. Indeed, all the worthiest 
and most esteemable members of the University Senate voted for Mr. N. N. 


Ghose. And if, in the economy of an election contest, things were appraised at 
ence over 


their true worth, quality was given its due and received pr 
quantity, Mr. Ghose’s defeat ought to be accounted a victory whose moral 
importance it is hardly possible for one to exaggerate. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


31. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 14th July says that Munshi 

t Munshi 

Educational work of the District 24K Uddin Ahmed, a wdideds: rr et of 
ard of Mymensingh. Islampur in the Mymensingh district, ai : 

ymensingh lampur yimensip strict, announced, 

; with the consent. of the District Board, his intention 

a award a silver medal to the Muhammadan boy who would obtain the highest 

piace in the Lower Priniary examination. The results of this examination have 


> 


‘ong been published, yet Munshi Rafik Uddin has not been abl 
1ed, L D e to the name 
of the Muhammadan te who has obtained the highest place, in sole of sepueted 


letters to the District Board asking for the information. It seems that the 


f 


shits Board is very lethargic in its educational section, and requires 


tle stirring up, : 


\ 
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82. A correspondent of the same puper says that it isa year sinog. 
agitation was started by Mr. Nevi e, a mission 
ary, against prostitutes bathing in ghats in which 
the public also bathe in Mymensingh town. Not to speak of the moral aspect 
of the case, from the sanitary point of view it is unsafe and dango 
to bathe where a prostitute bathes. There is a school and a college in the 
town, and it is the imperative duty of both the guardians and the authorities 
to see that the bad women do not spread their baneful influence over the 
older boys by moving about freely in very part of the town, bathing in 
the same ghats as the public, and returning from bath in a half-naked 
condition. , | 

83. The Murshidabad Hitaishi | Murshidabad] of the 15th July says that 

the Saidabad Ward of the Berhampore Munici ity 
is neglected by the municipal authorities. Thers 
was no ward sarkar there for one month. The condition of the roads ig 
extremely bad. Weeds have grown in the cutcha drains, which are full of 
rubbish. The lanes have given way in many places. The streets are not 
properly lighted. There is no daily mehter service. The main road has 
been for a long time strewn with jhamas for repair work, but they still 
remain there, causing the greatest inconvenience: to all sorts of traffic. Ig 
there nobody to look after all this? 

84. The Medini Bandhav | Midnapore] of the 15th July says that the 

= ame Midnapore municipal authorities are very much 
waitin ene | mumorPa’ neglecting their duties, even at this moment when 
cholera is raging in the town. The Chairman 
is a Barrister-at-law and the Vice-Chairman is the Junior Government Pleader, 
and the time at the disposal of both these gentlemen is taken up by their clients, 
How many days have they gone round the town ——s the streets, the 
drains, etc.? Heaps of refuse decompose in their places in the streets and 
make the town unhealthy, and people draw to them the notice of: the munici- 
pal chaprasi, the Sanitary Inspector, and the Ward Commissioner, but to no 
effect. When a complaint is made to a Ward Commissioner he orders the 
chaprasi to remove ithe grievance complained of, and then, if it is reported 
per the chaprast has not done that, he is chastised and there the matter 
ends. 

When a vacancy occurs in the Municipal Office, favouritism comes into 
full play. One pleader’s son has been made Sanitary Inspector, and another 
pleader’s son wil soon be appointed as Overseer. Blessed is he who is born 
of a pleader! The rate-payers of Midnapore, the educated, impartial, good and 
honest men among them, should form an association with the object of occa: 
sionally calling the attention of the municipal authorities to their municipal 
duties. However that may be, the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman should 
inspect the roads, drains, etc., every now and then, 

35. The Sri Sré Vishnu Prtya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

15th July has the following :— is 

It appears from the lately published report 
of the Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, that infant 
mortality is daily increasing, the death-rate among infants under one year 
being especially heavy. As the Sanitary Commissioner has said noms as 
to the measures that should he adopted in order to prevent this fearful mortauty, 
the Lieutenant-Governor has asked him to enquire about its causes. Many facts 
may be collected in this connection if experienced medical practitioners in 
villages help Government in the proposed enquiry. It. is believed by some 
people that the disregard by native mothers of the present time of the laws of 
health which were observed in the past is possibly one cause of this increased 
mortality. As to the decrease of mortality Bre fever referred to by the 


Prostitutes in Mymensingh town. 


The Berhampore Municipality. 


The last report of the Sanitary 
Commissioner, Bengal. 


Sanitary Commissioner, it should be remarked that as the prevalence : of 
cholera in an epidemic. form was to some extent responsible for this decrease; 
the public will derive very little satisfaction from the Sanitary Commissioner's 
statement. The fact is, an improvement of the country’s health will not be 
possible so long as Government does not arrive at a satisfactory solution of the 

uestion as to the connection between poverty and the rate of mortality. 


‘There can be no doubt that insufficient food and scarcity of. drinking welt 
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‘ly causing @ deterioration. in the health of the people. It is a regret 
that the f apitery Comtalaslouien knows very little about the condition of the 
country and has, therefore, to content himself in his report with only adverting 
to the question of mortality, The way these health reports are prepared in this 
country is such as is unworthy of the enlightened British Government at the 
beginning of the twentieth century, To be able to prepare a good sanitary 
report on the scientific method, the writer must make himself thoroughly 
acquainted with the country and its people. The’ matter should receive the 
attention of Government. : ) 

36. The Sanjwant Saaekan of the 16th July writes as follows:— —_ 
he policy of the Government, since the time 
of Lord Elgin, is directed towards restricting 
municipal self-government as much as possible. 
The Calcutta Municipal Act fully demonstrates this policy. Attempts are now 
being made to restrict municipal self-government in various ways in the 


Municipal self-government in 
Mymensingh. 


mufassal towns. The town of Mymensingh owes. to the munificence of the 


haraia Suryya Kanta Acharyya its water-works, which have hitherto been 
ae by "ihe anita. His Honour Mr. Bourdillon has, however, 
proposed that the management of the water-works should be transferred from 
the Municipality to a Committee consisting of the District Magistrate, the 
Civil Surgeon, the District Engineer, the Chairman of the Municipality, 
and two of the Commissioners. This arrangement, if made, will place the 
water-works wholly under the control of the District Magistrate, who will 
prepare the budget and spend according to his own sweet will, while the odious 
task of collecting the tax to meet his expenses will devolve upon the Munici- 
pality. An exactly similar arrangement has been made with regard to the 
charitable dispensaries of the town, which are under the control of a 
Committee preeided over by the District Magistrate, while their expenses are 
wholly met by the Municipality. 7 
87. The Faridpur Hitaishini [Faridpur] of the 16th July questions the 
| necessity of a District Engineer in Faridpur at a 
cost of about Rs. 500 in all. It is also rumoared 
. that a boat has been purchased for the District 
Engineer at Rs. 500. Faridpur is a small town, andan able overseer can do its 
work, and the present overseer, Babu Gopal Chandra Sen, is a very able 
man. The District Board should consider the matter. | 
38. The People and the Prativasi [Calcutta], has the following in its 
| English coluinns :—. 
wae and, he Calenttn If our memory does not play us false, the 
Pioneer, we believe, was among the iy ary of 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s Municipal Bill, which, thanks to the help of the 
improved garb imparted to it by Lord Curzon, has succeeded in driving the 
last nail into the coffin of local self-government in this city. But though we 
were told to look out fur the millennium with the passing of the measure, devil 
a bit of the same has so far been vouchsafed to our benighted vision. Indeed, 


The Faridpur District Engineer- 
ship. | 


things bave been very much the other way about, and though what. Sir. 


Alexander Mackenzie, when Home Secretary to Lord Ripon’s Government, 
called as * an armoury of talk and an arsenal of delay” has been knocked on 
the head with the scantiest of scant ceremony, the sovereign nostrum inthe 
shape of the newly constituted Municipality under the new Municipal Act 
Sven us by the powers that be, has not cured the many ills to which the 
municipal flesh is heir, The remedy has proved a deal worse than the malady, 
and the ineptitude and inefficiency of both the Municipal Commissioners and 
_ Municipal Executive have been becoming increasingly manifest with the 
apse of time, _ The stern logic of facts has been too much even for the 
warmest champions of the measure—those of them, that is, who are not 
impervious to the evidence of their senses—and they have begun to see the error 


of their ways, and reversing the manner of Balaam of old, they now blame and 


scoff where they once were wont to bless and to pray. Hence it is that we are 
_ treated to the unwonted spectacle of finding Saul among the prophets—of 
finding the Pioneer among the opponents of the new municipal law. Well 


may certain good people exclaim ‘‘ e¢ 1u Brutus” at this backsliding on the part of 


the Pioneer, And yet the Jndian Mirror would have us believe that the 
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Pioneer has sold itself into slavery to Lord Curzon. It were, then, hardly 
that it should handle in this none-too-tender and rough-and-read Amey 
measure which bears on every lineament of its face the impress. of Lord 
Curzon’s personality and the stamp of Lord Curzon’s genius. But that ; 
neither here’ nor there. Tne Pioneer has-at last poured a broadside into the 
new Corporation, and whilst about it our contemporary -has taken good care ra 
administer’'a sound dressing down to the Municipal Chairman and put‘him ye 

much the wrong way. Our contemporary thinks that it is as plain ag’, 
pike-staff thatthe boom of which Mr. Greer is the. handler “evoked litt. 
enthusiasm among the rate-paying ccmmunity who have.evidently realized thet 
the powers have passed from them to. the Chamber of Commerce and the 
nominees of Government.” This, coupled with the fact that the Hind» 
population who contribute quite half the rates continue to hold themselyes 


studiously aloof from Municipal affairs as a protest against the new Municip 
law, “is not a healthy sign,” and indicates that there is ‘ something” radi 
wrong inthe municipal administration of Calcutta. This tardy confession, 
almost wrung from the unwilling lips of the Pioneer by the stress of circum. 
stances, 1s ny with no little significance. We have not thought it ne 

e personalities in which the Pioneer has indulged in respect of 


here to notice t 
Mr. Greer. 


(A))\— Questions affecting the land. 


' 89. The Barisal Hitaishi [ Barisal} of the 14th Jul y says that since the 

Up-country men in the Backer- appointment of Mr. Bedford ‘as the head of the 
gunge Survey and Settlement De- Backergunge Survey Department, the influence and 
 gcchaceamaae Ry | number of up-country men have greatly increased 
in it. The Bengali Babu is brushed aside and the up-country man is put in 
wherever possible, The worth and abilities of the former are depreciated 
whilst those of the latter are extolled, On entering the survey office one feels 


_asif one isin Ajimgarh or Moradabad and not in Backergunge. ll this has 


created strong jealousies between the up-country men and Bengalis still in the 
office, The Assistant Superintendent is anxious to maintain the influence of 
the up-country men, but the Bengali Babus also being anxious to maintain 
their own prestige, do not shrink from openly denouncing. the innovation. As 
the natural effect of this quarrel, the up-country men and Bengali Babus do not 
help each other in the discharge of their duties, and mistakes therefore occur 
in their work—mistakes vitally affecting the interests of poor raiyats. 

_ As to the efficiency of the up-country men in the Department, only a few 
among’ them possess a smattering of Bengali, and there is hardly any one 
among them who can sign his name in that language, and yet the fun is that 
they do not omit examining Akanopuri documents. They have learnt irom 
their European superior that Bengalis are cheats and liars. They must there- 
fore weigh the documents themselves!! Khanapuri amins are appointed by them 
and the Bengali-knowing sakeb. The up-country men must have some invisible 
power with the help of which they can ascertain who should be:appointed 9s 
khanapurt amins without he lye Be the Bengali language or the tha 
rules!! It is, however, rumoured that the papers which have been prepé by 
these amins are not correct. This year eight up-country men were appointed ss 
Inspectors on probation, but for some unknown cause, one of them was 
dismissed when the hanapuri work was begun. The remaining seven mén 
manage to do their work each with the help of a Bengali muharrir on Rs. 15, by 
whom, practically, all the work isdone. ‘There is no rule providing for. the 
appointment of these muharrirs, who are therefore quite irresponsible for the 
work they do. Ifthey commit.any mistake or do anything wrong, Saheb Bahadur 
will be held responsible for it. What is the meaning of distrusting Bengali 
Babus first and then having the work done by Bengali muhnrrirs? Again, ® 
Bengali Inspector costs only Rs. 22 per month, whilst an up-country: Inspect 
costs Rs. 45 or Rs. 30 as his salary and Rs. 15 asthesalary of his:muarrir. The 
up-country men have also no idea of rights and titles, so that in survey work 
they make a mess of all things. On the other hand, raiyats do not go erg 
because they speak a language different from their own. At the beginmng® 


the survey and settlement of Backergunge the Board of Revenue:passet? 


resolution tv the effect that no-one who did not know Bengali would be 
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app ointed to any work in connection with the settlement, except the work of 4 
00 ly. This year the Saheb Bahadur wrote to the authorities to the effect that 
up-country mien are very expert in survey work, and hard-working and honest, 
and that by them the survey work could be very well done at a very small cost. 
It was thus they were engaged in the survey work, but when the time came for 
_ surveying the char and villages at the southern boundary of the Galachipa 
thana, places which require speedy work and men who can endure ———— 
the Saheb Bahadur instructed the Head Inspector that up-country men sho d 
not be sent there. — 4 
It is a matter of great wonder that every Bengali is transferred to Badar 
mufassal for committing faults in survey and khanapurt works, but no up- 
country man is so transferred. Do up-country men commit no mistakes? 
Differences are found to exist between the Ahasras and khatians which are 
prepared by them. They also take bribes. | 
40. The Prativast | Calcutta] of the 20th July says : -- : 
we he utility of agricultural banks has been 
mpaelaars ent long Gemncpistentes, yet throughout Bengal not a 
single agricultural bank has been established. Mysore and even Madras 
ossess @ number of such banks, and their work is going on very well. 
uring the last eight or ten years Jaydayal Sett, a well-known zamindar of 
the Sitapur district in the United Provinces, has done a great amount of good to 
his tenants by establishing an agricultural bank in the zamindari. During the 
last year many similar banks have been established in the United Provinces. 
Is there no zamindar in Bengal who will follow this gocd example ? 


(q)—Fatlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


41. The Suhkrid(N — of the 5th July says that the road . between 
Nadna and the bank of the Jayagdighi in the 
| Noakhali district remains submerged in water for 
six months in the year. This causes the greatest inconvenience to the public 
and harm to cart traffic, inasmuch asa railway station has been established at 
Sonaimurhi, two miles from Nadna, The attention of the District Board is 
drawn to the matter. | 
42. The Charu Mihir [Calcutta] of the 14th July says that the:e is no 
- ‘waiting-room for ladies at Sinha Jani, which is an 
A waiting-room for femalesin important station on the Mymensingh-Jagannath- 
Pecan: Fle aa ganj section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. 
_. Ladies of respectable families are greatly incon- 
venienced on this account, as they find it necessary to stand in the sun or in 
rain for hours together. The Railway authorities ought to provide a waiting- 
room for females at this station, like those which are to be found in almost 
every station on the Dacca-M ymensingh section of the line. - 
43. A correspondent of the same paper says that the bridge near Pratappur 
ES and the Sidhan dAs/ in the Mymensingh district ed 
singh district ©’ M¥™en- een lying in a broken condition for about a year, 
: and as people intending to go to the district town 
cannot do without it, they are suffering the greatest inconvenience. A fe 
nn ape should at once be made there. It is also rumoured that a bridge 
is broken near Shyamganj. +P 
Again, the bridge east of the old site of the Narayandar post-office over 
the road which leads to Natrakona is broken. The bamboo ridges require 
strengthening. The attention of the District Board is drawn to these matters. 
44, A correspondent of the same paper says that the few bamboo, wooden, 
Be ioe Ge and tubular Seine which exist over the rvad 
mensingh distri 1 the My- between Kish organj and Nilganj inthe Mymensingh 
eae __ district are insufficient to drain off the waters 
accumulating in the adjoining fields, There is a large field between the Kala; 


A road complaint. 


PraTivasi, 
July 20th, 1905, 


SUHRID, 


July 5th, 1908. 


CHav MIBIR, 
Jvly 14th, 1903, 


CHARU MIHIR + 


Caro Mini. 


and Mahinanda villages north of the Kishorganj village. The wooden bridge : 


there is unable to drain off the water, so that during the rains the road gives 

hte, in two or three places, all cart traffic is stopped, and the crops east of the 
ndge are destroyed. Again, almost all the bridges are in such a dilapidated 

condition that regular pools of water form at their bases in the rainy season, 
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45. The Murshidabad Hitatshi cpa oorvagge of the 15th July says that 
although for three miles from Radharghat the 
Kandi Road in the Murshidabad district is in a 00d ° 
—cundition, five miles of the road after this isin a 
very deplorable state. Piles of bricks on one side of the road and of concrete 


The Kandi Road in the Mur- 
shidabad district. 


on the other form two walls which, by preventing the free of rain. 
water, turn the road between them into a jhi/, making it impassable. The dela; 
in repairing the road, in spite of the fact that all materials have been collected 


does not reflect great credit on the management of the District Board. _ 
46. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th July says that although 
the Bankura railway line will soon be opened for 
_ The Bankura railway line, == passenger traffic, the changes and additions which 
the writer has asked the Railway a to make as necessary have not yet 
been effected. There is no sign of the line being fenced with wire on both 
sides, altho cows are being often run over by the trains. The passenger 
platforms in stations have been made extremely low. They ought to be raised, 

47, A correspondent of the Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 16th July complaing 
of the want of a bridge over the Kalna river at its 
intersection with the road, under construction, 
which branches off to Bakshamamad Bazar from the 
Feni-Pasuram Road which adjoins the Fulgazi Registry office and public 
dispensary in the Noakhali district. Many little boys, reading in the Fulgazi 
model school and Daulatpur pathsala, have to cross and recross the river by 
swimming over it. But not to speak of boys, it is not safe for even adults to 
swim across the river. About four years ago a man was drowned in crossing it. 
After that the authorities had a bamboo bridge constructed over it. But it is 
two years since the bridge has been broken and the old inconvenience has 
returned. | : 

48. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th July says that the replies given 
by the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality to 
the questions which were put to him at the last 
meeting of the Corporation in the matter of the tram-car accident to Dr. Hani 
Dhan Datta, were not at all satisfactory. The Chairman’s statement that the 
Tramway Company’s Engineer examines or enquires into the efficiency of 
every motorman before he is employed, does not seem to be borne out by facts. 
In the Coroner’s inquest over the dead body of the child who was recently run 
over by a tram-car in Chitpur Road, it has been proved that an apprentice was 
driving the car. What has the Chairman to say to this? It is a good sign 
that the Capital newspaper has taken up the question. | 

49, The same paper publishes the following railway complaints:— —_- 

(1) A correspondent says that recently a 

licensed cooly attached to .the Howrah station on 


A bridge wanted in the Noa- 
khali district. 


Tram-car accidents in Calcutta. 


Railway complaints. 


the Bengal-Nagpur . Railway tried to extort Rs. 2 from him for carrying 4 


portmanteau and a bedding to the station platform. The cooly said that he 
would have the luggage weighed if the sum demanded was not paid. But on 
the correspondent’s saying that he had no objection to having it weighed, the 
man refused to move. The correspondent was then obliged to pay annas four 
to another cooly for carrying it. | | | | 
(2) In the Tarakeshwar station on the Bengal Provincial Railway people 
intending to travel inter-class have to mix with third class passengers 1 order 
to purchase their tickets, although there is a separate aperture for selling tickets 
to intermediate class passengers, This incovenience can be removed by ordering 
the sale of tickets an hour or two before train time, ee 
(3) Want of waiting rooms, proper arrangement for the supply of drinking 
water, and privy accommodation causes the greatest inconvenience to those 
assengers who come to the Ranirchak station by the Ghatal-Ranirchak steamer 
ine at night and have to wait there till morning for Messrs. Hoare, Miller 
& Co.’s steamer to carry them to Calcutta, The authorities concerned shou 
look to this matter. | es 
(4) Those who have to take trains at the Kolaghat station on the Bengt! 
Nagpur Railway at midday suffer great hardship in the open air.on account. 
the want of a proper waiting-room, the one which now exists being unable 


f 


hold more than 23 people, 15 standing and 8 sitting. — ak 


4 


¢ 
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A correspondent says that on the 23rd March last a ticket-collector of 
the Ae Roath rer on the Eastern Bengal State Railway took the wrong 
half of the ticket of a passenger, the younger brother of ‘an Assistant Surgeon 
attached to the Dacca Medical School, in — of objection made by him. The 

assenger was travelling from Dacca to Ca cutta and the number of the return 
Ficket was 2158. Unable to do ap heap he went to the steamer by which he 
was about to start. The steamer clerk stamped on the other half the name of 
the steamer, A/ghan, and returned it to him. He was caught by a ticket- 
collector in the Sealdsh station and, in spite of his protestations, Rs. 3-10 was 
-ealised from him under receipt No. 96 of the 24th March 1903. He wrote to 
the Railway authorities for refund of the money. In reply he received the 
following communication from the District Traffic Superintendent of Dacca $A 


No. C-589-C3. 
| The 4th April 1903. 


inform you that the Narayangaj ‘staff deny having collected the first half of 
ey he I ey it 2, not understood Low you could have travelled from Narayangan] to 
Goalundo without being detected and charged excess fare and penalty on board. 


District Traffic Superintendent, Dacca. 


The statement made by the station staff ma be regarded as gospel trith 
by the District Traffic Superintendent, but did not the A/gian steamer ply 
from Narayanganj on the 23rd March last? Conceive to what condition the 
passenger would have been reduced in the Sealdah station if there had been no 
money with him. | 

6) Babu Priyanath Nandi, writing from Juniadaha, Nadia, says that, on 
the Ist May last, the goods clerk ofthe Damukdia station on the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway realised from his servant Rs. 4-8 as fare for 15 bags of rice, 
although the fare given in the consignment receipt was Rs. 3-14, The goods 
came from the Bagura station on the B. 8. B. Railway in the correspondent’s 
name and had been booked there on the 21st April last, but it came to the 
Damukdia station only on the day previous to that on which delivery was 
taken of it. , } 

50. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th July says, regarding the 

a recent order issued by the Assistant Traffic 

Supply of drinking-water to Superintendent of the Bengal Duars Railway, 
Railway) OD the Bengal Duars directing that either the pointsman or the gardener 
of every station should supply drinking-water to 
the passengers, or where no pointsman or gardener is available, the station- 
master should keep two bucketfuls of drinking-water on the station, that the 
arrangement is objectionable, both because it will go against the caste 
rejudices of the passengers, and because water kept in open buckets is very 
kely to become undrinkable by dust being blown upon it. 


1, The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 19th July says that a respectable | 


man with his sister and a little girl came to the 
: Moradai station of the East Indian Railway to 
travel by rail to Azimganj. The gentleman got his sister with the little girl 
into a carriage and was about to enter it himself when the train left. On reaching 
Azimganj the unfortunate lady found herself completely unprotected. She sat 
down under the tin shed in the station, When at midnight the station was clear 
of passengers, one Mrigendra Babu, the ticket-collector, came to her and tried 
to violate her chastity. The lady, helpless as she was, saved herself with great 
difficulty from being outraged. When her brother reached Azimganj the next 
morning, she told him the sad tale of the last night. He brought the matter 
to the notice of the station-master, who pacified him with the assurance that he 
would get the ticket-collector dismissed by reporting against him to the higher 
authorities. Every one would like to know the result of the case. 
02. The same paper is sorry that, owing to the absence of watermen, 
re passengers travelling by the East Indian Railway 
Rast Indien a on the ‘are put to great inconvenience. A correspondent says 
: that a boy who was in the same carriage with him 
on the night of the 9th instant called out repeatedly ‘‘ pant pande, pani pande,’ 
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but there was no pant pande, At last he got out of the 


carriage for water, Wh 
he was coming back the train left. The boy stood helplessly ery; When 


weeping. A case like this is very sad indeed: The higher authorities ogg ia 
direct their attention to this grievance of railway passengers. 
53. Referring to the Hathras Junction outrage case, the same pa 


per sa 
that the case was not properly dealt with by i, _ 
tate tat talon Railway. Buthorities. Only poor Moluimmad. Homeie be 


assistant station-master, has been dismissed tron 
railway service. Mr, Watt, the station-master, was, of course, guilty under the 
Railway Act, section 99. But the authorities found no fault with him. Th 
have not punished the local railway police for not making an enquiry as goon 
as they came to know of the case. The higher railway authorities ought to 
institute a fresh enquiry. 


(h)— General. 


54, The Pratinidhi [Calcutta] of the 4th July writes as follows:— 

The quarrel between Mr. Johnston, Deputy 
: Commissioner, and the tea-planters of Assam has 
ended in a victory for the latter. Mr. Bolton, the Chief Commissioner, siding 
with the planters, has held that Mr. Marshall was not wrong in taking outa 
contract from the Local Board, although a member of that Board, he havin 
done the work more asa member than as a contractor, and that the Deput 
Commissioner was wrong in not allowing a discussion of the bill presented by 
Mr. Marshall. The head of a provincial administration siding against the head 
of a district administration is a strange spectacle. But it is not strange in 
Assam. When a high official like Sir Henry Cotton could be worsted for hay. 
ing taken up the cause of the poor down-trodden coolie against the planters, it 
can be no wonder that a young though just and generous officer like Mr, Johnston 
should be insulted for going against the planters. The Government of Assam 
is for the tea-planters. T'o please them, justice may be trodden down and Chief 
Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners may be sacrificed. The law, justice 


Assam for tea-planters. 


and administrative principles ourery: * in other provinces are not for Assam, 


55. The Murshidabad Hitaishi |Murshidabad] of the 15th July says that 
the advent of a certain postal Inspector, who has 
been temporarily promoted from the post of a dik 
munshi to that of a postal Inspector, has caused 
some confusion in the post-offices of the Murshidabad district. At first, for 
some days this officer evinced too great an eagerness for salaams. And although 
he seems to have been cured of this, yet another failing of his has caused much 
ecuniary loss to his subordinate officers. Jt is threatened that unless the 
— takes care to cure himself of this failing, all his misdeeds will be made 
public. | 
56. The Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 17th July says that it was undoubtedly 
-_—cc ce ed .” = lange-minded es “ ~ part - 
ane Oe ee ee . Maclean, the Director-General of Telegraphs, 
— ne | re number and salaries of some ¢ 
of signallers, but it is to be regretted that he did not take into his kind considera- 
tion the case of the poor clerks also. It is, however, hoped that he will do 
something for the latter before he retires. 
57. The same paper regrets that no one has taken the smallest interest in 
favour of poor Railway Mail Service sorters in the 
arrangements which have been and are being made 
| for increasing the salaries of the higher postal officers 
and giving promotion to all officers from the post-master to the clerks in the 
local post-office. The poor sorters receive salaries of Rs. 20 or Rs. 30 each per 
month, and with such small incomes they have to maintain their families and keep 
establishments at head-quarters and out-stations. Recently the East Indisn 


A Postal Inspector in the Mur- 


The condition of Rajlway Mail 
Service sorters. 


Railway Company has appointed certain men who have to travel in.trains, but 
although they have not to work as hard as the sorters, every one of them 


receives Rs. 10 extra as travelling allowance. But nota pice comes to the 
hard lot of the r sorters as travelling allowance, although they have 
frequently to do double duty and pay fines. Circumstances therefore comp 


: them to famper with parcels and registered Jetters, When it has been se 


\ 
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native signallers of the Telegraph Department will henceforth receive 
gh pote per aoadh as house allowance, arrangements should also be made 
for giving house allowances to the clerks of the R. M. S. Office on the ground 
that they have to live near it. — a. 
58. The same paper says that the grocers in the Juniadaha village in the 
, Nadia district have raised the price of salt from 4 
Pr'c: of salt in @ village inthe niee to 41 pice per seer on the alleged ground that 
Nadia district. the salt-tax has been recently increased. ‘The 
thorities are requested to look to this. | 3 
- 59. The Bangavasit Calcutta} of the 18th July — — 
| : _ Private Cassidy, of the Gordon Highlanders, 
Tho caso of the punkha-cooly filled a punkha-cooly on the 11th May last at 
90% hd EE ee oe Punjab, The Superintendent of 
mao the Lunatic Asylum, Lahore, said that Cassidy was 
mad. The Court accordingly acquitted him of murder and let him go un- 
punished. When the Superintendent himseif stated that Cassidy was mad, it 
is useless to doubt his lunacy. But how was it that the Cantonment authori- 
ties allowed this ‘“‘mad” man to go about the Cantonment unrestrained? 
Death no doubt came to the unfortunate half-fed coolie as a gentle deliverance 
from the ills of this earthly life, but when his wife, children, and other depen- 
dents will recall to mind the achievements of this “mad” man and cry for a 
morsel of food, who will be there to give it to them? Government ought to 
provide, at least in part, for their maintenance. It should also prepare a 
list of ‘‘ black natives” killed by ‘‘mad” Europeans in recent years. 
60. Referring to the recent cooly riot at the Ranmari tea garden in 
age . Assam, the Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 19th July 
The cooly riot in the Ranmari ° a full ‘uaa | i 
tea-garden, Assam. _ writes a8 Tullows :— ; 

The spread of the news of such a riot and 
even the possibility of the occurrence of similar events are disgraceful to the 
Government, Why should such oppression be committed on the poor coolies 
as todrive them to the use of force, and when it was committed, why were 
their wrongs not immediately redressed? Mr. Groning might have been 
mistaken or might have acted on zid, but the Commissioner should not have 
done so. Mr. Bolton is known to be a kind, just, and able official. It is much 
to be regretted that such an event took place when he was at the helm of 
affairs. ae 
61. The Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the 19th July is sorry that the Rs. 2,00,000 
given to the Postal Department from the surplus 
_ of the Delhi Darbar Fund to be distributed among 
the postal employés,. will be divided among the superior officers of the 
department. ‘Those who worked all night on poor pay will not thus have a 
farthing out of that amount. It is also said that the local post-masters, 
who fgot an increase of salary last year, will this year also obtain an 
increment, while the railway postal sorters will get no such increment. The 
higher postal authorities should direct their attention to the matter. | 


A postal matter. . 


eee ' We sanens the latter part of menemnacan 
wae overnenent m rule in india because it was a relgn of terror an 
Sarr Apr jai shed from the ‘bloodshed, and the Nawabs me Subadars whd 
ae became independent during that period oppressed 
the Hindus in various ways.. We, therefore, consider the English Government 
4s a boon sent by the Almighty to save us from the oppressive hands of those 
rulers, We also think it our bounden duty to strongly protest against the 
highhanded conduct of those officers in whose hands rests the destiny of the 
Indian people, and who. lord it over us so carelessly that we have reason. to 
fear that we shall have to see a repetition of the sad seenes referred to above. 
© are staunch advocates of British rule, and we are, therefore, greatl 
terested in its permanency.. We have learnt many things from the Englis 
peonse which we could not_ have learnt from any other nation. In fact, it is 


rr gely due to the peaceful rule of the. British nation that’ the indomitable 


62. The same paper has the following.:— 


in 


h, the irrepressible Pathan, and the powerful Marhatta, forgetting their — 


warlike character, are now living the life of sheep and goats. We do not. like 
to see any cloud on the peaceful horizon of the Indian Empire. We have been 
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a conquered race for a long time and, therefore, want only peace and quiet 
Such a peace-loving sesame should not be distrusted by the ruling nation 
The Bengalis, from a distrust of whom you have passed the Arms Act and 
whom you do not take into your army, become soldiers when they got 
England or when they become Christian. Is this notan anomaly? We strongly 
protest against such actions of the officials. We do not speak|disparagingly p/ 
the English nation or of the British Government. What we write must be 
construed as directed only against the official class. India is under the British 
Government, and whether there be a Ripon, a Lansdowne, or a Curzon at the 
head of affairs, it makes very little difference in the gévernment of the count 
Our criticisms on the actions of Government are, therefore, criticisms directed 
against the individuals who are responsible for them, and not against the 
British Government. 

638. The People and Prativasi Naopers! of the 20th July has the follow. 

i has ing in its English columns:— 
Mrs: 4 a There has lately been published in England 
in the form of an open letter to Lord Rosebery ‘ 

pamphlet on “ The failure of Lord Curzon,” of which the authorship is credited 
to Mr. O’Donnell, late of the Bengal Civil Service, who has already made 
his mark as a severe critic of the failings and foibles of the Indian bureaucracy, 
The author regards Lord Curzon as a kindly man and a very clever man who, 
unfortunately, in the desire to emulate the ‘‘ Imperialism” of Mr, Chamberlain, 
has trodden under foot every principle of sober statesmanship and “ very 
often justice, tact and foresight in dealing with a vast ig pee gp which our 
taxation has brought to the verge of ruin.” He calls Lord Curzon “the 


unfaithful steward of the Indian people” and refers to him as “the amusing 
egotist who now governs India.” Lord Curzon, in the opinion of our 

amphleteer, has offended beyond forgiveness the educated classes of Indians, 
- has refused to take the most experienced advice in the matter of famine 
with which he finds himself always face to face, and his policy is to push the 
mass of the agricultural population lower and lower in the slough of misery 
and -starvation; thirdly, thuugh conciliatory in language, he has initiated a 


manner of dealing with Indian Princes which must engender discontent. The 
writer’s chief point is that ‘‘the agricultural classes who are sunk in poverty 
aro taxed beyond all reason” and that “the present Government of India is 
continuing and accentuating a desolating policy.” Then the writer deals with 
the unjust treatment meted out by Lord Curzon to officials who took the 
liberty of having a mind of their own on any particular subject, and had the 
hardihood to show the courage of their convictions. Mr. Donald Smeaton 
ventured to suggest in the Legislative Council that the intensity of recent 
famines might be largely due to poverty caused by the operation of the land 
revenue system as a whole. He was made to pay the penalty of his indepen: 
dence and had to incur the loss of the Lieutenant-Governorship of Burma, 
which in the ordinary course of things ought to have gone to him, Sir Henry 
Cotton ventured to draw attention to the under-payment of coolies on the 
tea-gardens in Assam, and he was robbed of the Lieutenant-Governorship of 
Bengal, to which he had the highest claim, for his pains. ‘‘ The displacement 
of honest, experienced officials is one of the fine arts of Imperialism.” Then 
ord Curzon has weakly submitted “to a gross and indefensible increase of 
Indian military charges.” He has allowed the public “‘to be deceived” and 
the taxpayers “‘ to be oppressed ” by “currency” surpluses. He has destroyed 
representative Government in the Municipality of Calcutta. He has made 
himself responsible for proposals concerning higher education which menace 
the colleges of India, and has espoused the preposterous doctrine that “fees 
must not be fixed so low as to tempt a poor student of but ordinary ability ‘0 
follow a University course which it is not to his real interest to undertake. 
He has patronised and alienated many of the princes and chiefs of India. 
One cannot patronise a self-respecting man without offence, you know. For 
though a self-respecting man knows how to be grateful for a real kindness, he 
is sure to resent anything savouring of the nature of patronage even from 4 
archangel. Lord Curzon, in the pamphleteer’s opinion, has wasted money ? 
'the ‘‘ Babylonish ceremonies” of the Delhi Durbar. He has destroyed a male 
check on transfrontier adventure by forming the new frontier province. 
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Water-Cess Act in Madras, and he has neglected the | 
Such are some of the heads of 
the writer of the pamphlet under 


Exception may be taken to his style, which is perhaps a bit more 
elegant than refined, and not as respectful as one could wish it to be. The 


customed to calling a spade a spade, and does not believe 


-, the social refinement which would fain call it a gardening implement. But 
however strong the language, who of us can take it upon himself to assert that 


the heavy bill of indictme 


nt laid to the charge of the Viceroy by the author 


of the pamphlet is not in the main rightly and truly found? There can be 
no doubt about the fact—and the author of the pamphlet might as well have 
made the admission—that His Excellency has always meant well by the 


Indian people, and in all his policies and measures has always been 


actuated by the best of motives. But he has a sublime faith in his own 


omniscience, and a will of his own to which he subordinates the advice of 


capable, 


confidence and self-assertion would have 


experienced. men and all other considerations, A little less 


of self- 


greatly tended to the success of his 


administration, and knocked the bottom out of the charges laid at his door by 
the pamphleteer. 
The People and Prativasit [Calcutta] of the 21st July writes as 


64. 


Indians 
country. 


what naturally belongs to them their own, and there is nobody 
their wants. 


ee ; follows:— 
aliens in their own 


aliens in their own country. 


In the 


Of all nations, the people of India only are 
They cannot call 


to listen to 
public offices when a difficult piece of work has to be 


done, Indians are called in, but afterwards Europeans and-Anglo-Indians only 


are provided with the most valuable 


posts. 


An examination of the manner 


in which the offices of the State Railways and the Salt Department are filled 
up will clearly demonstrate how the Indians are being despoiled of what 
rightfully belongs to them. In the State Railways, after the gazetted officers 
come the loco, foreman, whose salary varies from Rs, 400 to Rs. 260 per 


month. There is not a single Indian to be found amongst these. 


Next come 


the assistant forémen and the Inspectors with salaries from Rs. 110 to Rs. 220 
per month. Amongst these also not a single native officer is to be found. 


Although many able men are being turned out by 
College annually, the superior establishment of the State Railways do not 
contain a single native officer. 
and European officers are appointed, but in spite of the fact that the work 
and the responsibility are the same, the native officers are paid at a much 
Sometimes the native officers, although paid — 


lower rate than the Europeans, 
much less, have to do more work. No prospects are offered to them worth 


To certain of the inferior 


mentioning. 


In the Salt Department of the Madras Government the same injustice, and 
the same racial distinction are to be met with, Amongst the twelve Assistant 


Commissioners with salaries ranging from Rs. 500 to Rs, 800 
eleven are Euro 


(salary Rs. 800 
fourth class Inspectors. 


47 of whom have not passed any examination whatever. 


All these facts 
time by the rulers 


overnment never makes any race distinction. 


65. The People and Prativasi Calcutta} of the 22nd July has the following 


Lord Kitchener’s Army Circular 
and the English soldiers. 


soldiers 


enough, 


subject. 


circular are the Pall Mail Gazette 
t Cy content themselves with the merest 
The’ Globe thus notices Lord Kitchener 


al 


in its English columns:— 
the assaults and outrages committed b 


on natives of India has at last reached the British Press. 
however, 


the Civil Engineering 


posts, both native 


per month, 
pean and one only is native. Amongst the eight Inspectors 


) seven are European, It is the same as regards the third and 
Half of the Assistant Inspectors are European, 


completely refute the protestations made from time to 
of the country, that in their treatment of the natives the 


Lord Kitchener’s recent circular concerning 


British 
trangely 


most English newspapers have never said a word on the 


The only three papers that have made any attempt to discuss the 


, the St. Jumes’s Gazette, and the Globe. 


But 


passing reference to the circular. 
gprs tic d Ki ’s order:—-“ Lord Kitchener will have 
shades of opinicn with him in his resolve to suppress assaults on natives 
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by British soldiers. Fatal consequences often result from some hasty blo 
which, if inflicted upon an Englishman, would do no lasting harm. It is te 
rule the violent fall to the ground that does the mischief ; the. internal 
machinery of the native who hangs about. barracks is usually exceeding] 
fragile, and liable to break down at the least shock. Tommy does not pe 
to inflict any serious injury; he merely acts as he would do to any white 
soldier who has stirred up his choler by some aggravation, intentional o, 
unintentional. But when death results from this momentary impulse, the 
assailant has to be tried for his life, and should extenuating circumstances 
move the Court to let him off with a long period of imprisonment, the disloyal 
native papers shriek that killing is not murder in the case of the British soldier 
who knocks the life out of the native. The national character for holdin 
the balance of justice equally, therefore, suffers. It is a further, thoy 

minor, consequence that during the term. of his imprisonment the State loses 
his military services, while in many cases his health gives way before releage. 
Lord Kitchener has very solid reason, as will be seen, for taking action for 
remedying an evil of such a grave and widespread nature.” The Globe hag 
evidently forgotten in a hurry the lesson which was taught him by Mr. Tilak 
and hence his silly sneers at the ‘‘ disloyal native Press” which in the matter 
of loyalty can beat him by long chalks. It is not always a hasty blow 
or kick from a British soldier, the violence of which has not been full 
foreseen, that causes the death of a native, though it is quite a fact that when 
a British soldier goes for an Indian in that way—which he generally does 
when in his own charming phraseology his ‘‘monkey” is fully up—he about 
does for him and beats him within an inch of ois life. But it 1s oftener that 
leaden messenger of death—a bullet—or a few inches of cold steel lod 

in the breast of Indians by British soldiers :that do the trick, But in such 
cases to contend that Tommy di not mean murder, but only wanted to teach 


a lesson in manners to his victim, is to give utterance to a silly falsehood, 


When a man discharges the contents of his gun at another he may be 
reasonably presumed to know that such an act is likely to lead to fatal results, 


and since that knowledge does not prevent him shooting “ natives,” the onl 
inference which we can draw from his conduct is that he wanted to kill his 
man. The Globe simply draws upon his much too luxuriant imagination 
when he says that for handling “ natives” somewhat roughly, British soldiers 
are let off with long terms of imprisonment. Long terms of fiddle-sticks 
would be very much more to the purpose. Why even for shooting “‘ natives” 
they seldom get any kind of imprisonment, long or short. And though 
murders of Indians by British soldiers are almost an everyday occurrence 10 
this country, there has never happened a case in the whole range of the 
history of British India, when any of these murderers has been sentenced to 
the extreme penalty of the law. We are very greatly obliged to Lord 
Kitchener for the circular on this subject which he has been pleased to issue. 
But we venture to think that too much store should not be set by it. Such 
circulars have been known to issue before now, too, and for ali the good that 
they did to the poor victims of “sky-larking” ‘Tommy’s horse-play and 
violence, they might ds well have been consigned to the limbo of the waste 
paper basket as soon as they saw the light. ‘They don’t seem to care® 
‘“‘treppenny damn” for these blessed circulars and go their way without 
minding the same the least bit, It is our firm conviction that so long 8 
it is not brought home to these ruffianly sons of Mars—which can only 
done when for the murder of natives they are treated by the law Courts in Just 
the same manner as they would have been if they had murdered a Europeat- 
that the law will make no difference between races and will send an ngs” 
man to the gallows for the murder of an Indian as readily as it will send a 
Indian to the gallows for the murder of an Englishman, that we can expe 
these outrages, which cast an indelible stain on British rule 10. India, 
altogether to cease. If Lord Curzon and Lord Kitchener would la their 
heads together and devise some way out of the difficulty, they will have 
helped to consolidate the foundations of British rule in India, and place them 
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66. The Pratijna [Calcutta]: of the 22nd July says His Honour 
oe Mr. Bourdillon has nominated two Beharis and 

This year’s nominaiion of Deputy one Muhammadan gentleman as Deputy Magis- 
areas trates this year. ‘There is no doubt that such 


selections will increase the number of incapable officers in the Provincial 


Executive Service. Mr. Bourdillon, who for a long time served as Commissioner 
of the Patna Division, may deserve great praise for the tenderness which he has 
displayed for his Behari friends, but he should not have ruined the future 
of the Bengali candidates in this manner. i 
67. A correspondent writing in the same paper says that the object 


ida ~~ == ious concession of the Government 
Assessment oF #he meome-"x- in enhancing the taxable minimum is_ being 


defeated by the assessing officers, who, whether on their own initiative 
or following the secret instructions of the superior officers, show false 
‘;comes and thus tax those who would otherwise have received a remission of 


the tax. 

68. The Rangpur Dikprakash (Rangpur) of the 23rd July says that the 
object of the just Government in raising the 
minimum income assessable to the income-tax is 
being frustrated by unscrupulous assessors. The Faridpur Hitatshins complains 
that, thanks to assessors, those who were before assessed to 10 rupees annually 
are now being assessed to 20 rupees. Similar complaints are also being made 
in newspapers from Rangpur. Instances are not rare in which assessors assess 
people to the income-tax on most insufficient evidence, and appeals do but 
little good. The attention of Government is drawn to the matter. 


Unjust income-tax assessments. 


II —Lzoratation. 


69. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 19th July is sorry that the Govern- 
ment of Madras did not pay heed to the protest 
made by the native members of the local Legisla- 

tive Council against some sections of the Bull for 


The tea legislation of the 
Madras Government. 


regulating the tea-gardens in the Madras Presidency. Such an attitude on 


the part of the Government of Madras is calculated to do harm to both Gov- 
ernment and the subject people. | 


ae IV.—NAaTIvE STATEs. 


70. The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 4th July writes as follows me : 
, In these times it has become difficult for the 


Lord Curzon and the Feudatory native princes to maintain their dignity and their 


Chiefs. 


respective States if they do not: conduct themselves — 


with the greatest circumspection. Kashmir, given to Golab Sinha after the 
conclusion of the Sikh war, has now to be given up by the Maharaja Ram 
Sinha in exchange for another place. It is now fifteen years since Sir Lepel 
Griffin first proposed that Kashmir should be made a permanent abode for 
the English. The climate of Kashmir is very suitable for the English people. 
{t is not known whether Lord Curzon now intends to annex Kashmir to the 
British Empire in order to carry out this proposal, or whether he has some 


other ulterior political object in view. Whatever the motive may be, this is 


rae in, that pr pg are now being made to snatch away the Kashmir State 
‘om the hands of the Maharaja. In spite of his many faults and failings, 
_— Rao Holker was a man of great strength of character, and was not to 
dg by the nose by the Political Agent. As a ‘consequence, however, he 
lad to abdicate in favour of a minor successor. British influence has thus 


been made predominant in the administration of Indore The unfortunate — 


pute as to succession between the Maharaja of Tippera and his brother, 
Thakur, gave Lord Curzon an opportunity for. curtailing the 


Surra Thakur, Lord Curzon has set aside an immemorial custom of the family 
= has taken away from the Maharaja the power to appoint his successor, 
either kulachar nor Hindu law will henceforth govern the succession in 
‘ppera. It is the British Government who will control it by granting sanads 
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to every successor before he is installed. Surely Lord Curzon’ is a man, 
never misses an opportunity of sew the powers of a native prince, _ 
71. The Charu Mihir [Calcutta] of the 14th July writes as follows -— 
: The friends and well-wishers of tho British 
Rumoured intention of the [Empire can have no desire to see a } 


; repetition of 
Britwh Government to annex the +he dreadful events which succeeded the tutes cron lhe 


of the policy of annexation adopted: by: tna 
Dalhousie. The signs of the times compelled even the British Goy 


to abandon that unsound _ . The fears and anxieties caused thereby. 
throughout India could be dispelled only by the Proclamation of the Giear 
It is for the public to believe that this unwise policy will be again 
adopted, and that the gracious words of assurance uttered in the Proclamation of 
the late Queen will be set at naught by her son, The beautiful land of 
Kashmir had so long escaped the greed of the British, although many. high 
officials had from time to time cast longing looks upon ‘her. It seems that 
Kashmir is at last going to be annexed during the Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon, 

' The Simla News and the Morning Post have spread the rumour that the 
ruler of Kashmir wishes out of his own free will to give up Kashmir to the 
British Government, taking for himself some other country in exchange. The 
alleged dislike of the Maharaja to such «# beautiful country as Kashmir seems 


very strange, and will not be easily believed in by‘the public. The Daily Mail, 


on the other hand, says that a proposal is being made to found a hill-station for 


British soldiers in Kashmir. All these have caused grave doubts to be enter. 
tained regarding the future of Kashmir, and the silence of the Government on 
the subject has greatly increased the disquietude which is felt in this connection. 

The Government should no longer remain silent. If these rumours are 
unfounded, they should be officially contradicted. The feudatory ehiefs are 
the backbone of the empire. Interference in their affairs may lead to great . 
troubles Annexation of Kashmir will excite great discontent and engender 
grave doubts throughout the country. It will also cause serious disaffection 
amongst the ruling chiefs of India. oe | 

72. The Samay | Calcutta] of the 17th July writes as follows :— 


Pe cen ee The rumour = the effect She “ — 
umoured intention of “yovern- (Government intends to annex the Kashmir State, 
State. ee published in the Simla News and the Morning Post, 
is calculated to do 2 great deal of mischief. - The 
annexation of the province of Oudh, during the administration of Lord 
Dalhousie, brought on the terrible Sepoy Mutiny. An able and prident 
Viceroy like Lord Curzon is not likely to take such an erroneous step. The 
emphatic contradiction of the rumour published by the Pioneer and the English- 
man has in a great measure reassured the public mind. Yet a contradiction 
clear terms should have been made in the official Gazette, to completely dispel 
the apprehensions entertained by the public. ue : 
73. The People and Prativasi Ngee of the 18th July has the follow- 
? _- Ing in its English columns :-—~ — a 
+ae affect of Knglish edeeation English education—at least of the kind which 
on Indian Princes. ae : , . 
| | is imparted to the young scions of Indian Princes 
and aristocratic houses—has a distinctly demoralising tendency, and turis 
them into splendid snobs, simpletons, nincompoops, and milk-sops. Some of 
our Princes who come of a warrior race with the bluest warlike blood coursing 
through their veins have been known to be licked into such effeminate weak 
lings by education of this kind that it seems as if butter would not melt in 
their mouth, and they can never be made, even if their very lives depend 
upon if, to say “‘bo” toa goose. They run sometimes to the other extreme 
too, and acquire the vices and follies of fashionable English life to % 


fortune disappear either on the turf, or in the gaping gulf of the ee 
t 


perfection that it takes them less than no time to see the far end of a! 


bln 
table, or within the insatiable famine-like maw of the large train of & 004 
hangers-on and factotums whom they make a point of attaching to their 
tail as an indispensable symbol of personal dignity. How many of A 
eaten out of house and home by the stud ‘of equine beauties and the ae 
descript army of. white-skinned toadies, adventurers, and loafers of sorts "Fo a 
they consider themselves bound to keep up for the sake of appearances. 
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in, become “stoney broke” and past all weeping and praying for, 
ae their proneness t affect a liking for the luxuries of hivilised life, 
and pose as patrons of the arts, industries, and manufactures of the country to 
whom their allegiance and loyalty are plighted and bespoken. There is the 
young Maharaja of Gwalior, against whom agra we have not a word to 
say. He is well-read in the literature of the West, and he even went the length 
of engaging the services of a European governess in order that his Maharani 
might have the same educational facilities, as he himself enjoyed, at her com- 
mand, and might develop into an accomplished and enlightened woman of the 
period. The father of this Prince, when he lay sobbing out his life on his 
death-bed, prayed the British Government, as it were with his latest breath, to 
spare his son and heir the infliction of an English education. Though the 
assurance he demanded was given him and his dying breast was relieved of a 
load of anxiety and apprehension with which it was racked and oppressed, it 
was not thought necessary to carry the assurance into effect, and ty 0 the 
last wishes of the dying potentate. But that is another story, as Rudyard 
Kipling will say. What we wish to point out without detracting from the 
merits of the present Schendhia is that though the late Maharaja did not have 
the benefit of an English education—let us not say, because he ‘did not have 
‘+ as that “had n’t ought to be”—he made a far better administrator and a 


far more successful ruler of men than his English-educated and cultured son. 


He might not have left his palace during the small hours of the morning in 
order to pay his respects to an incoming Viceroy who lay encamped over a 
hundred miles from his capital, and have the pleasure of turning engine- 
driver for the nonce in order to give His Excellency a ride on his toy engine and 
trains, and he might not have turned out beautiful sentences in the course of 
after-dinner speeches, making profuse apologies to his Viceregal and royal 

uests who had not had a good bag, for untowardness of the tigers in his 

tate, who were not gentlemen enough to present themselves before the muzzle 


of Viceregal and royal rifles, and court the honour of destruction at the same 


august hands. He might not have done all this, but what was more to the 


purpose, he gave his subjects a government which was fully after their heart — 


and tended to enhance their well-being, happiness, and contentment. What 
was more to the purpose, he was more a father to his people than a sovereign, 
and instead of resenting their approach as an intrusion, was accessible to the 
humblest of them who had a complaint to prefer or a grievance to be redressed. 


What was more tv the purpose, he raised the finances of his State to a height of | 


prosperity never attained by them before and after—a prosperity to which was 
due the Gwalior loan which proved such a god-send and windfall to our Gov- 
ernment—and that, without adding anything tothe existing burdens of the 
people. What was more to the purpose, he raised the army of his State—ve 
different from the bobtail and tag-rag who were en evidence at the Delhi Darbar 
on the day of the review of the retainers of Indian Princes and who helped 
to introduce an element of buffoonery to the otherwise solemn and awe-inspir- 
ing celebration—to a condition of efficiency to which the military annals of 
{ndia could not furnish a parallel. Asan English statesman of those days 
remarked, he amassed within halting distance of Agra an army of fifty 
thousand well-equipped fighting men who could be called to arms in the 
twinkling of aneye. After these men had undergone a three years’ military 
training he disbanded them and sent them home again, and replaced them by 
the same number of fresh recruits who had to go through the same training 
too. This because in those days a certain minimum limit was imposed on the 
number of troops kept in Indian States. The system followed by the old 
Maharaja of training’ new batches of men every three years, tended to make 
every subject of the State a well-trained soldier ready to take the field at an 
ours notice. Has the English-educated young Maharaja done anything which 
can for a moment be mentioned in the same breath with such glorious achieve- 
ments of his illustrious father ? But—if he is not a very clever_ruler he is not 
half a bad one either and that’s a comfort. But though English education as 
given to our Princes may spell, in its results, the pouring of new wine into old 


bottles, yet the experiment in-some cases has been crowned with a gloriuo - 


success. In such cases, we suppose the example of the teachers has been such 


48 to influence more largely the youthful minds of our Princes than the precepts | 
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taught in books. The young Prince of Mysore, under the able tutorshi of 
Mr. Fraser, has. given early promise of future greatness and renown, The 
Gaekwar of Baroda may be a little bit of a ‘prude’ but he is a regular brick 
“ for a’ that,” and a model ruler who, because of his characteristic manliness and 
independence, may be said to have caught the true spirit of English literature, 
and the genius of the English language, : 
74, The Hitavaria bes ge of ~— 19th July i hg according t, 
si the Puwxeer, the rumour. which has ‘th 
The Kashmir questin. = th ngh the Morning Post (Delhi . thet the wey 
raja of Kashmir has agreed tv cede his state to the Government of India, is 
wholly unfounded. The Péoneer, which 1s the organ of the Government, 
may be right. We, however, know nothing certain about the Kashmir 
question. The news that Lord Curzon will visit Kashmir, is the cause of the 
present unrest in the mind of the Indians. re 
75. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 20th July disbelieves the 
statement of the Pzoncer that the Government has 
no intention of colonising Kashmir with Euro- 
, . If this is really true, why does not Government issue a proclamation 
declaring the rumour published in the Morning Post as false ? 


The Kashmir question. — 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


76. A correspondent o _— prem vmod of the 15th 
: oe . says that re ailure of crops during the 
— en ina three or teak ears has shinee the Doro 
pargana in the Midnapore district into a distress 
the like of which has never before been known there. People are obliged to 
alienate their lands and even homesteads, in order to pay the mahajan, and 
many of them are paying their debts with work. Drought has kept the culti- 
vators unemployed in the fields, whilst other sorts of work are rare and 
unprocurable. ‘Ihe inhabitants of every village are, with a few exceptions, 
living on herbs and half rations. The distress is widespread and severe, The 
khas mahal raiyats of the benign English Government are going to die of 
starvation. Government has decided to appoint an additional police in the 
Sutahata thana in order to check theft within its jurisdiction. But ere | 


nothing will be left to steal or to be stolen. If the additional police can se 


all the people to jail, it will do them some good. 

Another correspondent says that distress and scarcity are felt in most 
of the houses in the Doro pargana. Many people are getting a meal once 
every three or four days, whilst many others are living on leaves and herbs, 
Mahajans have stopped lending. 

Another correspondent says that severe distress prevails in the Jalamutha, 
Sujamutha, Aranganagar, and other parganas, ‘and that their inhabitants are 
—_ leaves and herbs, and on very insufficient food. 

aja Narendra Lal Khan Bahadur has opened his stores of paddy for his 
distressed tenants under the Keshpur thana, 

The editor says that he has been sounding the approach of a severe 
distress in the Midnapore district for the last three or four years. But itis 
not the practice with officials to lend their ears to such warnings or take any 

reventive measures before hundreds are actually carried off by famme. 
lowever that may be, Government should now make no delay in saving the 
lives of the distressed people with timely help. : 

77. The Bankura Darpan (Bankura) of the 16th July says that repeated 

failure of crops during the last few years has 
brought the people of the Bankura district to the 
verge of distress. Seeing that they are steeped in debt, mahayans lave 
stopped advancing paddy to them. Alas! the severe pinch of hunger sr 
the sight of the sufferings of wives and children have distracted them’ 
‘The work of the Registry offices has greatly increased, because people 
to give even loans of paddy without having them registered. Government 
is prayed to do something to relieve this severe distress. __ ae 

78. The Pratikar Detiaiapore) of the 17th July says that this yee 


Crop prospects in the country. 


Distress in the Bankura district. 


severe drought has ruined the prospects of the 
aus paddy crop, and information is arriving from 


‘ [ndia. 
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the mufassal that the. prospects of the monsoon erops also are gloomy. The 
Nihar newspaper has been pu lishing accounts of severe distress within the 


Contai subdivision of the Midnapore district.’ On the whole, clear signs are _ 


visible of the.approach of a severe distress all over India. 
The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 18th July says that the failure of the 
} monsoon in this sefson is ‘the clear indication of 
a dreadful famine next year, No one knows 
what will be the condition of the people, who sold 
every article in their household during the last famine, The prices of food- 
grains are daily rising. 


Another famine expected in 


VI.—MiscEtLANEovs, 


80. The following notification, says the Jyot’ [Chittagong] of the 16th 
ae July, has appeared the Calcutta Gazette of Ist 
A new port rule in Chittagong. July last <— 

“No catamaran, flat, passenger or other boat shall ply for hire, whether 
regularly or only occasionally in or partly within and partly without, the 
limits of the port, unless licensed and registered by the Commissioners. No 
such vessel shall be allowed to ply as aforesaid except under the direction of 
a person licensed by the Commissioners. Provided that boats plying partly 
within and partly without port limits only need not take a further license 
from the Port Commissioners if licensed by the District Board.” 

Boats coming from the villages to Chittagong town were so long exempt 
from the payment of any tax to the port, and, as a matter of fact, the reason 
for which taxes are paid to it does not hold good in regard to them. The 
Chaktai ‘hal is not within the jurisdiction of the port, and village boats 
entering into it barely touch its extremity. It does not therefore appear to 
be just to compel ‘such boats to take licenses from the port. It is hoped that 
the Chittagong Association will soon petition the Government in this matter. 

81. The Hitavadi \ommsees.’ the 17th July has the following:— 

7 re nglishmen and Indians greatly differ in their 

to sovereign and the subject eonception of the right principles of government 
and the true function of the sovereign. In this 
connection the central and predominant idea in the Indian mind is that ‘‘the 
sovereign is the incarnation of dharma,” and that he would not deserve to be 
called by that name unless he occupied the throne as its representative. A 
sovereign devoid of dharma or righteousness would be considered responsible 
for all troubles and misfortunes suffered by the country over which he ruled 


BHARAT MITRA, 
July 18th, 1903. 


J YOTI, 
July 16th, 19038. 


HITavaDI, 
July 17th, 1903. 


and unless, in administering its affairs, he was surrounded by his priest and . 


spiritual guide and in issuing orders to his subjects at public durbars he had 
before him such priest and guide, in addition to his ministers, his adminis- 
eg would not, according to the people of this country, deserve to be 
a 

there is no place either for English ecclesiastics or for Indian priests, A 
large number of clergymen are enterained by the Government for the purpose 
of furbishing the moral and religious notions of its British soldiers, the men, 
oa is, who make a name for themselves by killing some one or other of its 
—— subjects. Everybody knows that the preachings and exhortations of 
ve Christian ministers, who are maintained with the Indian’s money, are 
» ? so much crying in the wilderness. There is almost in every district in 
ndia a State church with a State chaplain attached to it. What his relations 
are — the English officials inthe district is also well known. Do these 
chap = ever come forward to check the frivolity and recklessness of any 
athe ul European official? If anybody could point to a single instance of 
: : srirics rendered by any such clergymen in any part of India the public 
. . be disposed to consider the expenditure incurred on the maintenance 
: Christian ministers as justifiable even to some extent. It is, however, 
oat zh even these men keep their Christianity and Christian maxims con- 
— in the church and the Bible, and are having a merry time of it in the 
— pany of the officials, Then there are the highly paid Bishops who may 
o regarded as so many pillars of Christianity. But even they do very little 
“check the oppression of poor Indians by Europeans and to reform the low 


ust or righteous, Now, in the royal durbars of the English nation 
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character and disposition of the latter. Will not this lead the “heathens” : 
India to think that there is no agreement betweeen the practice and the 
professions of these men? Lastly, there is the Metropolitan. He, too 
never found to utter a word on behalf of the “heathens” or do an th; 
to promote their welfare. The fact is there is not in the sphere of the Britis, 
administration of the country that high place for the minister of religion 
which was considered indispensably necessary for him under the Hindu regim, 
The Hindu King had to hold his durbar surrounded by his spiritual advisers 
while the English Sovereign or his Viceroy finds it necessary to keep them at « 
distance from such functions. Representatives of the subject people are 
elected. as members of Councils and Committees, but no such privilege is granted 
to their priests and spiritual guides. It is clear, therefore, that the Hindy 
cannot regard. the policy and principles of the British administration as based 
on dharma, The Metropolitan, as well as the Christian clergy subordinate t 
him, are perfectly indifferent so far as the work of the Indian administration 
is concerned, but they are occasionally sorely troubled by the thought of the 
Indian’s moral and spiritual degradation. The question of teaching the Bible 
in Indian schools and converting tle natives to Christianity greatly exercised 
the mind of Bishop Welldon. What is cage | to be regretted in this 
connection is that these clergymen make no efforts to produce a feeling of 
sympathy with the native in the minds of those European officials and 
European soldiers in India for whose moral and spiritual improvement they 
are fattening themselves with his money, | 


From a consideration of the policy which has always been followed } 
the British rulers in their administration of this country, it appears that they 
do not like to see Christianity established in India, If they poin’ to the 
existence of various immoral and injurious practices in this “heathen” land 
and then conduct the administration in any way they like, there will be no 
likelihood of their incurring the reprobation of the civilised world. But all 
this would be rendered impossible if the whole native population were 
suddenly converted to Christianity. It is not very easy in a Christian country 
to connive at the acts of injustice, the commission of which becomes 
necessary in order to provide a large number of worthless Englishmen with 
the means of subsistence and to create facilities for an- extension of English 


‘commerce. This is why Englishmen, before they set foot in India, leave 


their Bible and Christianity behind. ‘The British Government has undoubted- 
ly conferred peace and happiness on the Indians, but its system of adminis- 
tration, divorced as it is from religion, is not suited to the Hindu. It is 
because the Indians have ever been the worshippers of righteousness and 
dharma that they worshipped that righteous Viceroy, Lord Ripon. _ 


82. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th July writes as follows :— 

The recent utterances of Mr. Chamberlain and 
other statesmen have inspired the hope that the 
British Government will give up free trade and adopt the protection policy, 
like other European countries. But thereis no knowing how far the adop- 
tion of such a policy will benefit India, If Great Britain adopts the policy 
of protection, only British manufactures will sell in India. Great Brita 
will thus be greatly benefited. This fact, of course, should please the 
Indians, considering that Great Britain has ever been a good friend of India. 
But will it remove the wants of the hungry multitudes or revive the trades 
of the half-starved: artisans of India? eae 


$3. The Mistabhashs [Calcutta] of the 21st July writes as follows:— | 

- An Anglo-Indian paper that made various 
, remarks on the celebration of the Sivaji festival i 
Calcutta last year, has this year only made the remark that the Government 
need not be afraid of the celebration of this festival by the mild } engalis, 
There is absolutely no connection between the Government and the celebration 
of this festival, which is only a personal honour done to a great man. | C 
Bengali worships the goddess Durga, who is represented as about to. kill “ e 
asuras. When he worships this goddess no Bengali thinks of going ov, Ike 
her, to kill the auras, Similarly, when he does honour to Sivaji he does | 

mean going about killing mlezhhas like that great heron 


India in the protection scheme. 


The Sivaji festival in Calcutta. 
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84. The Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 22nd July says that Maulvi Enamut 

Islam, the Deputy Magistrate of epee. a fi has 

Improper collection of Subsorip-- put up @ purse in his court-house and compels 

=_— a “who has to present any application 

to him to put a 4-anna bit into that purse, 

otherwise the applications are rejected. Great hardship has thus been 

caused to the public. The good Governor, to perpetuate whose memory 

these subscriptions are being raised in this manner, would have been, if 

alive, the last to countenance such — The Maulvi should content 
himself with what is given out of free will. 


Urrya Papers. 


85. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 11th July states that the opinion 

of the Police Commission, that the union of 

The question of the two fune- 41, 4:0i9] and executive functions in the hands of 
eae the same officer is calculated to make both the 
Police and the Magistracy efficient, is -not at all based on facts. The writer 
observes that Government should abide by the opinion of the public, who are 
unanimous on the question of the separation of the judicial from the execu- 
tive functions of a district officer. | 7 
Cholera in Angul and Dhen- 86. The same paper states that cholera is 

kanal. _- gtill prevalent in Angul and Dhenkanal. 

87. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 11th July states that sixty-five men 

| tei wie eae and women died of cholera in the Cuttack town 

— wn ane’ within the first nine days of the current month. 

A correspondent of the Utkaldipika states that 

many have died of cholera in Chatia and other neighbouring villages in Tangi 
thana in the Cuttack district. | } 

88. Another correspondent of the same paper points out the necessity 
ik. eee A of establishing a dispensary in the Tirtole, Man1- 
Cuttack district. ros ° Jjanga, and Rahama mauzas ,in the Cuttack district. 

The villages are very important, as they are 
already blessed with a post office, a kannungo office, a branch canal revenue 
office, a subdivisional office of the Public Works Department, and a police- 
station. They have a market, which is frequented by a large number of 


men and women. ‘The writer draws the attention of the District Board to 
this special want of the locality. 


89. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 11th July regrets to note that a tiger | 


.; @ntered the house of a resident of Pana mauza in 

A child d off by at ° ‘ ° 
— ee pargana Bajrakote in Talcher at night and 
_ carried off a child of ten years without receiving 
any molestation. The writer regrets that the tigers are committing devasta- 


tions in the Talcher State, nctwithstanding all the efforts of the Raja and 


his men to prevent the same. 


90. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of ~ J lth July sympathises with the 
Ais die ine wy, movement of the Native Christians of Cuttack 
ee aes nee Mala aided by the European missionaries of the station, 
a having for its object a demonstration in favour of 
: ', M.S. Das, who was so iuthléessly maligned by his adversary, the District 
uperintendent of Police, Cuttack. ‘I'he Native Christians thanked the Govern- 
ment for its prompt action on the representation of Mr. Das, in whom the 
confidence of Government is still unimpaired. They also forwarded a copy 
of their resolution to Mr. Das as a token of the esteem in which he is held 
by that community. is 
91. The same paper does not at all approve of the appointment of Mr. 
The Cheirinasship of the Bale. Egerton as Chairman of the Balasore Municipality, 


sore Municipality. and does not at all understand the wisdom of the 
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olicy in pursuance of which he was appointed a 


snicipal Commissioner. The writer argues that the District Magistrate has 
other ways of controlling the actions of the Municipality, when such actions 
prove detrimental to the interests of the rate-payers. Under such circum- 


\ 
24 


stances the District Magistrate should have been the last person. to apply for 
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a seat in the Municipality, and the Commissioners of the Municipality diets 
have been the last persons to take in a district officer into their bog 
corporate. The writer is of opinion that if all the district officers were to 
follow the example of Mr. Egerton, local self-government would ‘soon: com, 
to an end, 3 ee! 

92. In reviewing the results of the last Provineial Civil Service Examing. 


tion as published in the Calcutta Gazette, and after 
Uriyas versus Musalmans in the thanking Government for the nomination of , 
Provincial Civil Service Examina- ) 


tion. Uriya candidate for a Deputy Collectorshin, the 


same paper comes to the conclusion that Government 
shows more favour to the members of the Muhammadan community. 


93, In reviewing the results of the oe examinations, the same 

paper comes to the conclusion that the results of 
g eal a mo Ty — the F.A. and Entrance Examinations, as shown 
examinations. ' by the Ravenshaw eg: and its attached instity. 


tiou, were worse than those of last year, whilst 
the results of the B.A. Examination were cnly tolerable. The writer hopes 


that the Professors, teachers, and students of the aforesaid institutions will 


jointly strive to recover their lost position in the list of successful institutions 
in future years. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, Bengali Translator, 


The 25th July, 1908. 
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